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Cliaims 

Method of initiating services in a telecommunications network 
including at >east one switching point (SSP) and at least two control points 
(SCP1. SCP2,NSCP3) for controlling services, which control points each have a 
unique addressVi which method a service request is sent by the switching 
point (SSP) to th^control point (SCP) in order to initiate a service, char- 
acterized in th\t in the method 

at least t>^ control point addresses are set to which a sen/ice 
request can be sent 

a service requi^t is sent to the control point addresses set one at a 
time, until the service is iniftated at one of the addresses. 

2. Method accordhng to claim 1. characterized in that 
the service requestNs sent to one address (SCP1) and 

when this address d>^es not initiate the service, the service request 
IS sent to another address (SCpV. until the service is initiated at one of the 
addresses. 

3. Method according to claHm 2. characterized in that 
at least one control point (S(SP1) provides the switching point (SSP) 

with congestion information, 

the service request is sent to o\|e address selected on the basis of 
the congestion information, and 

when this address does not initiat^he service, the service request 
is sent to another address selected on the basikof the congestion information, 
until the service is initiated at one of the 

4. Method according to claim 1 . characterized in that 
the telecommunications network is an inteHigent network and 
the addresses are set in the trigger data of l^-sen/ices. 

5. Method according to claim 2. c h a r a c t ^ i z e d in that 
a priority indication is attached to the addressekset and 
another address is selected on basis of the prioriW indication. 

6. Method according to claim 2, 3, or 4. c h a r a\c t e r i z e d in 
that the service request is sent to another address when the p^vious address 
does not respond. 

7. Method according to claim 2, 3. or 4. c h a r a c t ^r i z e d in 
that the service request is sent to another address when the previo^^ address 
refuses to initiate the service. 
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8. \Method according to any one of claims 1-5, character- 
ize d in that fhe re-sending of the sen/ice request is controlled by a limit. 

9. M^hod of initiating services in a telecommunications network 
including at leastNone switching point (SSP) and at least two control points 
(SCP1, SCP2, SCP^ for controlling sen/ices, which control points each have a 
unique address, in wWh method a service request is sent by the switching 
point (SSP) to the control point (SCP) in order to initiate a sen/ice, and the 
switching point (SSP) ha\ congestion information of at least one control point 
(SCP), c h a r a c t e r i 2 e^d in that in the method 

at least two conttol point addresses are set to which a service 
request can be sent and \ 

a sen/ice request is stent to a control point address selected on the 
basis of the congestion information. 

10. Method according to )daim 9. characterized in that the 
congestion information is sent by a\ least one control point (SCP1). which 
congestion information restricts the ratei at which service requests are sent to 
this control point (SCP1). \ 

1 1 . Method according to claim Qvcharacterlzed in that the 
congestion infomnation is based on the number of sen/ice requests sent by the 
switching point (SSP) to the control point (SCPV 

12. Method according to claim 10, c \a racterized in that the 
address which still has free capacity according to the congestion information is 
selected. \ 

13. Method according to claim 9. 10 or 1 1\ c haracterized 
in that the address which has the least restricting congestion information is 
selected. \ 

14. Method according to claim 9, characte ri z e d in that 

the sen/ice request is sent to one address selected on the basis of 
the congestion information and \ 

when this address does not initiate the service, the service request 
is sent to another address selected on the basis of the congestiorrsinformation, 
until the service is initiated at one of the addresses. \ 

15. Method according to claim 14, characterized inSthat 
a maximum number for initiation attempts is set, \ 

it js checked whether the service is initiated at the latest address. 
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it\is checked whether the maximum number of initiation attempts is 
reached, and 

the ^rvice request Is sent to another address selected on the basis 
of the congestiorUnformation, until the result of one of the checks is "true". 

16. Method according to claim 14 or 15, characterized in 
that the service req^^st is sent to another address when the previous address 
does not respond. 

17. Method Wording to claim 14 or 15, characterized in 
that the service request Ite sent to another address when the previous address 
refuses to initiate the service. 

1 8. Method accofding to claim 9, characterized in that 
the telecommunicaWons network is an intelligent network and 
the addresses are sM in the trigger data of IN-services. 

19. A telecommunications network including at least one switching 
point (SSP). at least two control \oints (SCP1, SCP2, SCP3) for controlling 
services, which control points each We a unique address, and a database for 
storing infomiation relating to sen/ic^. in which network the switching point 
(SSP) sends a service request to the Jsipntrol point (SCP) in order to Initiate a 
service, 

characterized in that 

in the database, at least two co)j^rol point addresses are stored to 
which a sen/ice request can be sent and 

the switching point (SSP) is adapt^ to send a sen/ice request to 
the set control point addresses one at a time.\ntil the service is Initiated at 
one of the addresses. 

20. A switching point for a telecommunl^tlons network Including at 
least one switching point (SSP), at least two conftol points (SCP1. SCP2. 
SCP3) for controlling sen/ices, which control point\ each have a unique 
address, and a database for storing infomiation relating to sen/ices, in which 
network the switching point (SSP) sends a sen/ice request to the control point 
(SCP) in order to initiate a service, 

characterized in that the switching point (^P) is adapted 

to receive a list of at least two control point addr^ses to which a 
service request can be sent and 

to send a service request to the set control point add)^sses one at 
a time, until the sen/ice is initiated at one of the addresses. 
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2\. A telecommunications network including at least one switching 
point (SSP). least two control points (SCP1. SCP2, SCP3) for controlling 
services, which control points each have a unique address, and a database for 
storing informatiork relating to services, in which network the switching point 
(SSP) sends a sen^^e request to the control point (SCP) in order to initiate a 
service and the switching point (SSP) has congestion information of at least 
one control point (SCP)\ 

c h a r a c t e i\z e d in that 

in the database, Vt least two control point addresses are stored to 
which a service request can bfe sent and 

the switching point (S^P) is adapted to send a service request to a 
control point address selected onNtie basis of the congestion information. 

22. A switching point fona telecommunications network including at 
least one switching point (SSP), a^Ueast two control points (SCP1, SCP2, 
SCP3) for controlling services, whicPi control points each have a unique 
address, and a database for storing information relating to services, in which 
network the switching point (SSP) sends ksen/ice request to the control point 
(SCP) in order to initiate a service and\the switching point (SSP) has 
congestion information of at least one control point (SCP), 

characterized in that the switching point (SSP) is adapted 

to receive a list of at least two controlSpoint addresses to which a 
service request can be sent and \ 

to send a sen/ice request to a control poinrsaddress selected on the 
basis of the congestion information. \ 



